Calcitonin gene-related peptide: potent vasodilator and major product of calcitonin gene.
In addition to calcitonin and katacalcin, the human calcitonin gene encodes a novel peptide--calcitonin gene-related peptide (CGRP)--a potent vasodilator. A sensitive and specific radioimmunoassay was developed to study plasma levels of CGRP in normal subjects. CGRP circulates at five times the concentration of calcitonin, suggesting that it may be an important physiological regulator of vascular tone and blood flow.